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About This Presentation
Date of last revision: 09/07/2022

This presentation is valid only as of the date of the last 
revision

This presentation contains no sensitive Personally 
Identifiable Information (PII)

Any references in documents or text, with the exception of
case law, relate to fictitious individuals



Disclaimer
 This presentation is for informational purposes only. It is not intended 

to, does not, and may not be relied upon to create or confer any rights 
or benefits, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law by any 
individual or other party in benefit applications before U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services (USCIS), in removal proceedings, in 
litigation with the United States, or in any other form or manner.  

 This training module does not have the force of law or of a U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) directive. 

 This presentation may not be reproduced without the written consent 
of USCIS (public.enagement@uscis.dhs.gov)
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The Office of Policy and Strategy (OP&S) 
 USCIS Headquarters – Camp Springs, MD
 Serves as principal policy advisor for USCIS
 Performs research and analysis on immigration issues and 

program evaluations 
 Manages the USCIS Policy Manual
 Oversees the regulatory development process



 The federal government assumed direct control of inspecting, 
admitting, rejecting and processing all immigrants seeking admission 
to the United States with the Immigration Act of 1891 [1]

 On Jan. 2, 1892, the Immigration Service opened Ellis Island in New 
York Harbor, an immigration station that operated until 1954.



Two male medical personnel with men and boys in hospital ward,  Angel Island  Immigration Station, San Francisco, CA
USCIS History Office and Library Collection

 Public health concerns have been 
reflected in U.S. immigration law since 
the Immigration Act of 1882[2]

 The term “civil surgeon” was first 
introduced in the Immigration Act of 
1891[3]

Two male medical personnel with men and boys in hospital ward,  Angel Island  
Immigration Station, San Francisco, CA

USCIS History Office and Library Collection



 The Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) of 1952, as amended by the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002, [4] authorizes the Secretary of Homeland Security to designate 
civil surgeons if medical officers of the U.S. Public Health Service (USPHS) are not 
available. USCIS exercises the authority to designate civil surgeons on the Secretary’s 
behalf, and may designate as many or as few civil surgeons as needed. [5] Since 
USPHS medical officers are rarely available today, civil surgeons generally provide all 
immigration medical examinations required in the United States

 In 1990, Congress revised and consolidated all of the grounds of inadmissibility. It 
narrowed health-related grounds of inadmissibility to include only noncitizens with 
communicable diseases, physical or mental disorders with associated harmful 
behavior, or those with drug abuse or addiction problems [6]

 As of 1996, Congress requires all immigrant visa and adjustment of status applicants 
to establish that they have been vaccinated against certain vaccine-preventable 
diseases [7]



U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services

• Determines whether the applicant is admissible on health-related and 
other grounds (using Form I-693, Report of Medical Examination and 
Vaccination Record to examine the health-related grounds)

• Adjudicates the underlying application for adjustment of status to LPR 
Form I-485, Application to Register Permanent Residence or Adjust 
Status 

• Adjudicates the Form I-910, Application for Civil Surgeon 
Designation

 Approves, Denies and Revokes or Terminates Civil Surgeon 
Designation Status 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes


https://www.uscis.gov/i-693
https://www.uscis.gov/i-485


The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention

• Promulgate regulations under 42 CFR Part 34
• Prescribe the immigration medical exam requirements in 

the Technical Instructions (TIs)
• Advise USCIS during the adjudication of waiver 

requests for immigrants 
• Respond to questions regarding the TIs

http://www.cdc.gov/immigrantrefugeehealth/exams/ti/civil/technical-instructions-civil-surgeons.html


Health Departments
• Administer TB control programs
• Administer other health-related programs for certain 

populations, such as refugees or asylees who are eligible 
for HHS benefits (separate from USCIS immigration 
procedures)

*USCIS may confer blanket civil surgeon designations for health department physicians for the 
purposes of completing the vaccination portion of Form I-693 for refugees adjusting status



USCIS Designated Civil Surgeons
• Follow CDC’s Technical Instructions (including updates)

• Truthfully and accurately report medical examination results on 
Form I-693, Report of Medical Examination and Vaccination Record

• Notify USCIS of any revocation or restriction of medical license



Adjustment of Status Applicants
• Follow instructions to complete applicant’s portion of form

• Bring records/vaccinations to appointment

• File for adjustment of status on Form I-485, Application to Register 
Permanent Residence or Adjust Status

• Submit completed Form I-693 (in sealed envelope) to USCIS, 
following the instructions 



Francois Dubois
 French citizen, visiting daughter in Virginia 
 Although French citizens can visit for 90 days or less for tourism or 

business purposes, Francois applies for a B1/B2 visa at the U.S. 
Embassy in Paris because he hasn’t seen his daughter in a very long 
time, and wants to stay for 5 months

 Francois is enjoying his visit very much when he gets word from home 
that his son in France has gotten a new job and must leave quickly to live 
overseas 

 Francois has no other living family in France and does not feel 
comfortable returning to France to live alone as he is getting older
 Francois’ authorized stay ends in a couple of months



Lawful Permanent Residence - Applicants permitted to 
reside permanently in the United States as an LPR based 
on:

• Employment sponsorship
• Humanitarian reasons
• Diversity (Lottery)
• Family relationship





Admissibility

• Inadmissibility: acts, conditions, and conduct specified in 
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) section 212(a) that bar 
individuals from obtaining a visa and entering the United States, 
or obtaining adjustment of status, such as:

• Criminal, national security, or terrorist grounds
• Previous immigration violations
• Health-related grounds



Health-Related Grounds of Inadmissibility
INA 212(a)(1)(A) specifies medical conditions that render an 
applicant inadmissible on health-related grounds:

• Communicable diseases of public health significance
• Failure to show proof of required vaccinations
• Physical or mental disorder with associated harmful 

behavior
• Substance abuse or addiction as set forth in HHS 

regulations





Who needs an exam?

• USCIS Policy Manual Vol 8, Part B, Ch 3

• FAQ Section of I-693 
Instructions 
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Form I-910, Application 
for Civil Surgeon 
Designation
 Exception: 
USCIS confers blanket designation 
for health dep’t and military 
physicians, but they must meet the 
professional  requirements specified 
in USCIS Policy Manual, Volume 8, 
Part C, Chapter 3.

https://www.uscis.gov/i-910
https://www.uscis.gov/policymanual/HTML/PolicyManual-Volume8.html


 Blanket Designation of State and Local Health 
Departments

• Through policy and in agreement with CDC, USCIS designates all state and local 
health departments as civil surgeons

• These blanket designated civil surgeons may ONLY perform the vaccination 
assessment and ONLY for a refugee who:
 Is applying for adjustment of status under INA 209 
 Completed an immigration medical examination overseas with a panel physician
 Is not required to repeat any part of the exam (no Class A conditions were found overseas)

• Physicians must meet all qualifications of civil surgeon designation to be eligible

• USCIS Policy Manual Volume 8, Part C, Chapter 3.A

https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-8-part-c-chapter-3


Blanket Designation of Military Physicians
• USCIS extends a blanket civil surgeon designation to military physicians

• Eligible military physicians can complete ALL parts of a required immigration medical 
examination:
 For members and veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces and eligible dependents
 Physicians employed by the Department of Defense or provide medical services to U.S. 

armed forces, members, veterans, and their dependents as military contract providers and are 
authorized to provide medical services at a military treatment facility within the United States

 Physician must meet the civil surgeon qualifications except that the physician may be licensed 
in any state, not necessarily the state in which the physician is performing the immigration 
medical examination

• USCIS Policy Manual Volume 8, Part C, Chapter 3.B

https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-8-part-c-chapter-3


Civil Surgeon Professional Qualifications 

 Licensed M.D. or D.O.;
 Licensed to practice medicine without restrictions in the state seeking to 

perform immigration medical exams;
 4 years of professional experience, not including residency or other 

training; and
 Authorized to work in the United States. 

 Part C - Civil Surgeon Designation and Revocation | USCIS

https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-8-part-c


 USCIS may revoke a physician’s civil surgeon designation if he or 
she:
 Fails to respond to USCIS requests for updates to civil surgeon records
 Fails to comply with the Technical Instructions, Form I-693 Instructions 

consistently or intentionally
 Falsifies or conceals any material fact in the Form I-910 application 
 Knowingly falsifies or conceals any material fact on Form I-693
 Is subject to any court or disciplinary action that revokes, suspends, or 

otherwise restricts the physician’s authority to practice as a physician



Revocation of Civil Surgeon Designation
• USCIS will remove a civil surgeon’s name from the public list upon 

revocation

• Civil Surgeon cannot perform exams after revocation until approval 
of new application for designation or approval of Form I-290B, 
Notice of Appeal or Motion

 USCIS Policy Manual, Vol. 8, Part C, Chapter 4

https://www.uscis.gov/i-290b
https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-8-part-c-chapter-4


Case Study  Form I-693, Report of 
Medical Examination and 
Vaccination Record | 
USCIS
 Obtain most recent version by 

visiting this USCIS website
 Also review form instructions 

(PDF available on same 
website), and notices

 Also review CDC Technical 
Instructions for Civil Surgeons |

https://www.uscis.gov/i-693
https://www.cdc.gov/immigrantrefugeehealth/civil-surgeons.html


Part 3. Interpreter’s Contact 
Information, Certification and 
Signature
 Can be professional service, 

family member, friend, staff 
member, etc.

 If you believe the interpreter 
cannot provide unbiased 
translation, do not utilize their 
services



Part 4. Preparer
 If you or a staff member 

prepares the applicant’s 
portion of the form, complete 
Part 4
 Not necessary if you simply 

transcribed written 
information 





What is involved in this exam?
 A review of the applicant’s medical history 
 A review of any other records available to the physician 
 A review of systems to determine the presence and severity 

of any Class A and/or B conditions 
 A physical examination, including an evaluation of mental 

status and all relevant diagnostic tests



Class A Medical Conditions (42 CFR 34.2(d))

• Automatically render an applicant inadmissible 
on health-related grounds (unless waived)

• Civil surgeon’s diagnosis of a Class A medical 
condition is conclusive



• Class B Medical Conditions (42 CFR 34.2(e)) 

• Defined as a physical or mental condition, 
disease or disability serious in degree or 
permanent in nature

• Do not make the applicant inadmissible on health-
related grounds



Part 8: Civil Surgeon 
Worksheet
 Follow the TIs for the 

most up to date 
requirements







Part. 6 Summary of Medical Examination
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Don’t Forget!



John Smith



 Dr. Smith places the original Form I-693 and supporting documents 
into an envelope and seals it. On the front of the envelope, he writes 

in capital letters: 
DO NOT OPEN. FOR USCIS USE ONLY.

 On the back of the envelope, he places his initials where the flap and 
the envelope meet



 Francois submits his I-130, I-485, and I-693 to USCIS

 He receives and completes a biometrics appointment

 He receives notice that USCIS is waiving the interview

 Francois’ application is approved, and he is granted Legal 
Permanent Resident status 
 Authorized to permanently reside and work in the U.S.



Keep USCIS Up To Date!

 It is the responsibility of the USCIS designated civil surgeon to 
inform USCIS of changes such as:
 Change in practice location
 Change in phone number or email address

 Current civil surgeons who need to update this information, 
send an email to NBCCivilSurgeons@uscis.dhs.gov

mailto:NBCCivilSurgeons@uscis.dhs.gov


Helpful Email Addresses
 OPSCivilSurgeons@uscis.dhs.gov

Policy and Form I-693 Questions

 cdcqapcivilsurgeons@cdc.gov
Technical Instructions Questions

 nbccivilsurgeons@uscis.dhs.gov
For civil surgeons to inquires about designation status and to update 
contact information

mailto:OPSCivilSurgeons@uscis.dhs.gov
mailto:cdcqapcivilsurgeons@cdc.gov
mailto:nbccivilsurgeons@uscis.dhs.gov


Resources
 CDC’s Technical Instructions (TIs): 

http://www.cdc.gov/immigrantrefugeehealth/exams/ti/civil/technical-instructions-
civil-surgeons.html

 Health-related grounds of inadmissibility: USCIS Policy Manual, Volume 
8, Part B

 Civil Surgeon Designation and Revocation: USCIS Policy Manual, 
Volume 8, Part C

 Application for Civil Surgeon Designation | USCIS, Form I-910

 Report of Medical Examination and Vaccination Record | USCIS, 
Form I-693

http://www.cdc.gov/immigrantrefugeehealth/exams/ti/civil/technical-instructions-civil-surgeons.html
https://www.uscis.gov/policymanual/HTML/PolicyManual-Volume8-PartB.html
https://www.uscis.gov/policymanual/HTML/PolicyManual-Volume8-PartC.html
https://www.uscis.gov/i-910
https://www.uscis.gov/i-693
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Questions?
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